
 



SUPPORTERS PACK 

Thank you for being a Hook into Books Supporter! 
A campaign like this needs people like you! You are essential for spreading the 
message and ensuring that those young people who are falling through the cracks in 

education are not forgotten! 
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WHO ARE WE?  
Hook into Books is a Campaign of the Youth Plus Foundation. The Foundation is a charitable 
trust focused on supporting vibrant and innovative responses to equitable educational access for 
some of Australia’s most diverse and complex young people.  

The Youth Plus Foundation operates to enable important programs and partnerships to 
bridge gaps for at risk young people in our community and those young people who attend 
Edmund Rice Education Australia Flexible School Networks across Australia.   

Youth+ currently operates 22 Flexible Learning Centres (FLC) – each a registered school, 
around Australia. They provide a place and an opportunity to re-engage with learning and 
community. FLCs operate on a common ground basis where young people are empowered 
to determine their own pathway.   

 

For more information see:  

 

 
https://youthplusfoundation.org.au/   

 

 
https://www.ereafsn.edu.au/  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hook into Books is the pinnacle campaign of the Youth Plus Foundation 

https://youthplusfoundation.org.au/
https://www.ereafsn.edu.au/
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WHAT IS HOOK INTO BOOKS?  
 

Literacy and numeracy are fundamental building blocks for children and young people’s educational 
achievement, their lives outside school and engagement with society, and their future employment 
prospects. 

Literacy and numeracy skills have been positively associated with educational attainment in adulthood. 
Weak literacy and numeracy skills can lead to disadvantage in terms of limited access to desirable 
employment opportunities or unemployment (OECD 2017). Australia’s performance in the 2011–12 
Survey of Adult Skills was average to very good; however, 1 in 5 Australians had low literacy and/or 
numeracy skills, with numeracy a challenge (OECD 2017). 

Literacy and numeracy and knowledge of key disciplines are the cornerstone of schooling for young 
Australians. They are 2 of the 7 general capabilities included in the Foundation to Year 10 Australian 
Curriculum.  

Several factors affect successful educational outcomes during the school years, including a child’s home 
environment, such as if books are available at home and if parents read aloud to their children. Children 
whose parents read to them every day at 2–3-year old’s had on average higher Year 3 NAPLAN reading 
scores, than children whose parents read to them less frequently. 

School factors that affect outcomes can include: 

• quality of schooling 
• availability of interventions and support 
• student commitment 
• proximity of the school and other educational facilities to students’ homes (ACARA 2015). 

There are particularly vulnerable groups within this cohort, including Indigenous young people. The 
Closing the gap in literacy and numeracy national minimum standard achievement rates between 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous children was a key priority of the Closing the Gap framework established 
by the Council of Australian Governments (COAG) in 2018 and continues to be a priority.  

Hook into Books is a Campaign designed to highlight the many young Australians who struggle everyday 
with their literacy capability. Hook into Book shines a light on these young Australians who 
experience daily barriers to accessing meaningful, appropriate educational opportunities and have 
experienced disrupted educational journeys for a range of complex reasons.  

Hook into Books is an opportunity to have a conversation about these young people who are slipping 
through the cracks in our education systems. A real opportunity to highlight these young people who 
are expected to contribute positively to society yet have not been given an equal opportunity to 
thrive and grow like their peers.  
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Hook into Books aims to change the lives of these young people, one page at a time. 

During the months of July, through to October 2020 our aim is to get the word out - that being 
literate is essential to positive life outcomes. We aim to increase societal awareness that there are 
many young people today, who continue to experience significant educational disadvantage.  
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ACTIVITIES OF THE CAMPAIGN  
• Catch-a-flexi-reader - an online photo sharing competition operating across Flexible Learning Centres. 

Students are encouraged to ‘catch’ someone reading at home, in the community or at school and 
take artistic, unidentified photos to be shared via the #catchaflexireader, 

• The Travelling Suitcase – A stocked Suitcase that has been traveling to Flexible Learning Centres 
across Australia, containing a range of YA resources - books, magazines and audiobooks,  

• Flexi- Anthology - An opportunity to widen the scope of the writing workshops – young people who 
enjoy writing and drawing in Flexi are invited to contribute to their Flexi-Anthology of short stories. 
The Flexi-Anthology will provide a space for young people to have their work honoured and shared, 
by contributing to a professional published book– written, illustrated and owned by Flexi! 

• Creative Writing & Illustrating competition, an opportunity to win great prizes and continue pieces to 
the Flexi Anthology. 

• For reading ‘Out- Loud’ online book review and sharing activity   

• #Australiareadsathome – An activity to support National Reading Hour – on November 12 the Y+F will 
host an online silent reading party! https://readinghour.org.au/  

• Choose Your Own Adventure writing workshops – a recorded series of writing workshops designed to 
get your creative juices flowing and practice your storytelling delivered by our very own 
#hookintobooks Ambassador, Samantha Wheeler 

• Young Illustrators Workshops, a recorded series walking students through a step-by-step guide to 
creating your own comic. This series is presented by artist & illustrator Amanda Jean.  

 

OTHER COOL STUFF  
• DYI Book Club - A step-by-step guide to setting up your own online book-club.   

• A selection of creative writing toolkits and worksheets- to use in your own time, at your own pace!  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
     

https://readinghour.org.au/
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We don’t want Hook into Books to be 
onerous on your time – so we have a 
developed a number of mechanisms to 
engage in the campaign.  

 
Do as much or as little as you can – all 
activities play an important part to 
positively contribute to achieving our goal 
of raising societal awareness of young 
people with low-literacy levels. 
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OUR AMBASSADOR  
Samantha Wheeler  
Samantha Wheeler studied Agriculture, worked with dairy farmers, 
and taught science, before writing her first children’s book, inspired by 
koalas, in 2011. Her books, which include Smooch & Rose, Wombat 
Warriors, Mister Cassowary, and Turtle Trackers have been shortlisted 
for the Queensland Literary Awards, the Readings Book Prize, The 
Wilderness Society Environmental Award and the Royal Zoological 
Society, Whitley Commendation.  

Her most recent story, Everything I’ve Never Said, was inspired by her 
youngest daughter, who has Rett Syndrome and can’t talk. Samantha 
hopes her books will inspire everyone to speak up and make a 
difference. 

 
Samantha has begun building relationships within the Youth+ Flexible Learning Centres and has a 
passion for promoting a range of diverse literature engagement opportunities for young people. 
Through her work, Samantha knows first-hand how important good literacy is, how important it is 
to expose children and young people to literature and to support a love of reading. 

The Youth Plus Foundation is honoured to join with Sam as it endeavours on a National Campaign 
to highlight the importance of literacy in our everyday lives and promote a love of reading and the 
joy that can be experienced by losing yourself in reading!  

https://www.samanthawheeler.com.au/  

OUR CHAMPIONS  
Michael Gerard Bauer  
Michael Gerard Bauer began his working life as English and Economics 
teacher but these days he is a fulltime writer of books for early childhood 
readers through to young adults. He has been short-listed for Children’s Book 
Council of Australia awards on five occasions, winning in 2005 for his first 
novel The Running Man and again in 2018 for his funny picture book Rodney 
Loses It. His other very popular works include Don’t Call Me Ishmael and its 
sequels, The Pain, My Mother, Sir Tiffy, Cyber Boy and Me, Dinosaur Knights, 
the Eric Vale and Secret Agent Derek ‘Danger’ Dale series and Just a Dog. His 
most recent publication is the YA novel The Things That Will Not 
Stand.  Michael is a regular and in-demand speaker at schools and festivals 

and his stories are currently translated into 13 languages and sold in over 40 countries. 

Find Michael at W: michaelgerardbauer.com  IG: mgbauerpics   Twitter: @m_g_bauer   FB: Michael 

https://www.samanthawheeler.com.au/
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Gerard Bauer Author 

 
Remy Lai  
Remy Lai draws and writes for kids. She was born in Indonesia, grew up in 
Singapore She lives in Brisbane, Australia, where she can often be found 
exploring the woods near her home with her two dogs, Poop-Roller and 
Bossy Boots! Remy’s book PIE IN THE SKY – Henry Holt BYR is a middle-
grade graphic novel/prose hybrid. 

Find Remy at – FB: RemyLaiBooks IG: rrremylai/ 

  
 

 
Vacen Taylor  
Vacen Taylor is a children’s author with a portfolio of screenwriting and 
stage play achievements.  A selection of her poetry has been published 
in Art and Literature Journals. One of her plays was selected to be part 
of the Playwrights Program 2017 and then directed and performed as a 
performance reading at HOTA (previously the Gold Coast Arts Centre). 
Her feature film script received a special commendation for Best 
Unproduced Screenplay titled Grandfathers at the British Independent 

Film Festival in 2018.  The logline can be found under Special Commendations for Unproduced 
Screenplays here. 

In 2018 she presented the panel, ‘An artist’s guide to creative happiness: How to strengthen your 
creative performance’ at Oz Comic-Con in Brisbane. In 2019 she presented the panel, ‘How to 
strengthen your creative Resilience’ at Oz Comic-Con in Brisbane. Her panels are extraordinary 
opportunities to explore ideas with people who are currently working in the industry. She aims to 
discuss subjects like individualism, the community, mental health, wellbeing, happiness, 
creativity, co-creating and self-awareness which often leads to interesting questions from the 
audience. 

Find her at – W: www.vacentaylor.com  W: http://www.starchildseries.com/ 

https://www.filmfestivalguild.com/biff2018
https://youthplusfoundation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/IMG_0862.jpg
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  Rebecca Sparrow  
Rebecca Sparrow’s purpose is to help teenage girls traverse that 

tricky path from childhood to adulthood. Her great passion is 
helping teen girls (and their parents) navigate high school 

friendships, have a more positive experience online and 
understand that despite what      society tells them they are 
enough just as they are. 

   Rebecca is the author to three best-selling novels ‘The Girl Most 
Likely,  

The Year Nick McGowan Came to Stay’ and ‘Joel and Cat Set The 
Story Straight’. Since 2009 Rebecca as focused on writing non-fiction books for teenage girls to 
help them navigate those tricky high school years. These books include: ‘Ask me anything’, ‘Find 
your tribe’ and ‘Find your feet’. 

Aside from writing, Rebecca writes for Mamamia, co-hosted two seasons of the award-winning 
health and happiness podcast The Well with good frined Robin Bailey and plays Agony Aunt to 
teenagers across the country on the Ask Me Anything podcast. 

Along with being one of our fantastic Hook into Books Champions, Rebecca is also the 
Ambassador for The Pyjama Foundation and Suncorp’s #TeamGirls initiative, put together by 
Netball Australia and ReachOut. 

Find Rebecca at W: rebeccasparrow.com/ IG: bec_sparrow FB: RebeccaSparrowWriter 

 

Michelle Worthington 

Michelle Worthington is an award-winning 
author and international guest speaker on 
the importance of storytelling. Her books 
have been nominated for the CBCA Picture 
Book of the Year Award and Speech 
Pathology Awards. She was awarded a 
highly commended in the prestigious 2018 
Hilarie Lindsay Children's Book Awards. 
Two-time winner of the International Book 

Award and finalist in the USA Best Book Awards, Michelle also received a Gellett Burgess 
Award and a Silver Moonbeam Award for her contribution to celebrating diversity in 
children's literature.  
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Michelle is also a real-life book fairy. Her magic powers include turning coffee into award-
winning books. As Founder of Share Your Story Australia, she waves her wand to coach 
aspiring authors and illustrators all over the world achieve their dreams of publication. 
Whether she’s a fairy, a mermaid, a pirate or an elf, Michelle celebrates empowering 
readers and storytellers to dream big. 
 
“Books are windows, doors and mirrors. Literacy is important because kids can’t become 
what they can’t imagine.” 

 

OUR SUPPORTERS   
 University of Queensland Press   
Established in 1948, UQP is a dynamic publishing house known for its 
innovative philosophy and commitment to producing books of high 
quality and cultural significance. It has launched the careers of many 
celebrated Australian writers, such as David Malouf, Peter Carey, Kate 
Grenville, Doris Pilkington and Nick Earls. 

Originally founded as a traditional university press, UQP has since 
branched into publishing books for general readers in the areas of 
fiction, non-fiction, poetry, Indigenous writing and youth literature. 

 

UQP books and authors have received national and international recognition through literary prizes, 
rights sales and writers’ festivals.  

From 2010, UQP has been meeting the challenges of a changing publishing landscape by releasing 
selected out-of-print titles in digital formats, in addition to the digital and print publishing of new books. 

W: https://www.uqp.uq.edu.au/Default.aspx FB: https://www.facebook.com/UQPbooks/ IG: uqpbooks 

 

   Children’s Book Council (QLD Branch)  
The Children's Book Council is an Australia-wide organisation which aims to foster children's enjoyment 
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of books. On a national level, the organisation of the annual Children's Book of the Year Awards and 
Children's Book Week together with a biennial National Conference focussing on children's literature are 
important ways of achieving this aim. 

 
The Qld Branch is organised by volunteers and operates out of the Qld Writers Centre located in 
the State Library of Queensland (SLQ). These important partnerships aim to connect organisations 
interested in literature in its many forms.  

W: https://qld.cbca.org.au/ FB: https://www.facebook.com/CBCAQLDBranch/ IG:  cbcaustralia/ 

 

WHAT’S INCLUDED IN THIS PACK  
Key messages & facts It’s important that everybody is using the same message to talk 

about the campaign and the campaign themes  
 

Logo Our logo will help you promote the campaign through the channels 
you see as appropriate (available for download from our website)  

Social media posts Designed graphics and associated copy to post on your social 
media channels to drive people to the campaign website pages 
and Facebook page (available for download from our website) 

 

Tweets Suggested tweets you can use to support the campaign 
(available for download from our website)  

Attachments   Flyers for each Hook into Books campaign act 

KEY MESSAGES 
• Education is a human right and we all have a role to play in the education of our young 

people 

• We will positively expose young people to high quality literature that meet their needs  

• It is fundamental to bridge the gaps in young people’s literacy experiences  

• A functional society requires a contributing community - young people are our future - 
we need to nurture and support their capacity to positively contribute  

• Literacy skills enable young people to engage in learning and ultimately fully participate 
and lead productive lives  

• Knowledge is power, education is freedom  
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• It’s in everyone’s interest to make sure our young people get the best education possible   

 

KEY FACTS 
• Research shows that highly developed numeracy and literacy capabilities strongly 

contribute to the social, economic and physical wellbeing of individuals (1)  

• The Building blocks for literacy start very early in life and a child’s early literacy skills are 
a predictor of later literacy and academic achievement (2)  

• A number of factors affect successful educational outcomes during the school year such 
as a young person’s home environment (including whether books are available at home 
and whether parents read aloud to their children. (3) 

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children are considered more developmentally 
vulnerable in each of the Australian Early Development Index (AEDI) measures than non-
Indigenous children, with a higher proportion of children living in very remote areas 
considered developmentally vulnerable in each of the AEDI measures (4)  

• 46% of adult Australians cannot function effectively in a knowledge-based economy, 
due to poor literacy (5)  

• 50% of 15 to 24-year-olds are unable to read to an adequate level to properly function 
in society (6)  

• 50% of our language is learned by three years of age (7)  

• 93% of children in out-of-home care are behind their peers academically (8) 

 
LOGO  

It’s important the campaign brand and message are used consistently to build awareness. 
You may wish to add the campaign logo to other materials you produce.   

SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS 
Copy and paste the share graphics, or adapt or add a comment as you see fit to add to your 
social media posts #hookintobooks 
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More Share Graphics available online  
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TWEETS 
Suggested Tweets you can use to support the campaign #hookintobooks 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youthplusfoundation.org.au/support-us/hook-into-books/

 #hookintobooks 

     Did you know that a key to building literacy is communicating with your child?  

#hookintobooks 
     Literacy skills enable young people to engage in learning, participate and live full lives                 
participate and lead productive lives  

#hookintobooks 

Access to education is a basic human right!  

 #hookintobooks Research shows that highly developed numeracy and literacy capabilities 
contribute to the social, economic and physical wellbeing of individuals 

#hookintobooks    How can you use words to describe and talk about pictures and 
objects to build literacy with children & young people?  

#hookintobooks Building blocks for literacy start very early in life – have you read 
lately with your child?  

 

#hookintobooks Did you know that child’s early literacy skills are a predictor of later 
literacy and academic achievement? 

https://youthplusfoundation.org.au/support-us/hook-into-books/
http://www.ittakesavillage.org.au/
http://www.ittakesavillage.org.au/
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THANK YOU 
Thank you for getting involved and supporting the Hook into Books campaign. With your help, 
we can improve educational outcomes for young people with limited literacy.  

If you have any questions about the campaign, or to obtain a hardcopy supporters pack - 
you can contact Megan Hall at the Youth Plus Foundation on 0428 157 561 
foundation@youthplus.edu.au  
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